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NOTICE TO PRINTERS. 

All printers and publishers of papers, and periodical 
religious works, with whom the Editor of the Messen- 
ger exchanges, are requested, in future, to direct their 
publications to RockyitLte, Montgomery county, Mary- 
land. 








— tee | 
TO OUR PATRONS. 

We return our sincere acknowledgements to those who have 
hitherto favoured us with their patronage, for the punctuality with 
which most of them have answered our demands, and rewarded our 
labours; and we have only to regret that unavoidable occurrences 
have prevented our giving that interest to our publication, which 
their liberality demanded, and which, under different circumstances, 
we might and fully intended to have done. Our success, during the 
short time we have been engaged in this work, has exceeded our 
reasonable expectations; but we are sorry to say that the complete 
establishment and extensive circulation of a religious publication in 
this section of our country, where the people generally have been 
little accustomed to reading of this kind, requires such length of 
time, and such indefatigable labours, as it is entirely beyond our 
power to bestow. With our present number of subscribers the pro- 
ceeds of the Messenger are indeed considerable, but by no means 
adequate to the support of a family; hence by the necessity of seek- 
ing other means of subsistence, our mind has been diverted, and 
less attention than we could have wished has been devoted to our 
paper. In consequence of necessary avocations which have very 
frequently called us to a considerable distance from the city, we 
have had very little time or opportunity for writing, and as some of 
the correspondents on whom we depended have been prevented by 
removal, or ill health, from affording us the assistance we confidently 
expected, and others through negligence or pressing engagements 


have failed to redeem the pledges they gave us, our paper has con- 
Vou. tv. ! 
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sequently been, for the last six months almost barren of original 
matter. We find, however, on a review of our publication from the 
commencement, that we have given our readers far more original 
matter than is generally found in similar works in our country.— 
Our first and principal design, has been, according to our ori- 
ginal proposals, to disseminaie religious intelligence, collected 
from various quarters of the christian world, and from different de- 
nominations of christians. In this respect, we flatter ourselves that 
our exertions have not been entirely unsuccessful; and we indulge 
the pleasing hope, that the minds ef those who pray for the peace of 
Zion, and the prosperity of Jerusalem, have frequent!y been ele- 
vated, and their hearts delighted with those “glad tidings’? which 
have told the triumphant march of Immanuel in his gospel chariot, 
and spread abroad the conquests of his glorious banner.— Who, that 
has a heart to love his Saviour, does not feel a joy almost extatick, 
when he reads of Jews converted, Pagans reformed, and sinners 
washed in blood divine, and rallying round the cross of Calvary? 
This news we have frequently had the happiness to publish, and 
therefore trust that many have been pleased and edified. But those 
who feel no interest in the spread of truth, and in the signs of the 
times which indicate the dawn cf millenial glory, we cannot expect, 
we do not wish to please. 

As the Editor is about to remove to a distance of forty miles from 
this city, where he will have no printing apparatus, and it therefore 
becomes necessary that he should continue his publication in this ci- 
ty for the present, and consequently subject himself to great incon- 
venience and increased expense by frequent visits here, he feels 
compelled again most earnestly to request all delinquents to forward 
the monies due him immediately py Matt, at his own risque. Al- 
though we have acknowledged the punctuality of most of our sub- 
scribers, yet we are compelled te complain of some for their negli- 
gence. We some time since requested all country subscribers te 
transmit their payments immediately by mail, but very few havecom- 
‘plied with our wishes; we hope, however, this second urgent request 
will not be equally unavailing. It will be recollected that our pay- 
ments of two dollars become due in advance once in six months, 
and as the present number commences the last volume of two years, 
all the former payments ought long since to have been made, and 
that for the fourth or present volume is now due, and is greatly 
needed, A number of our subscribers in the city were not called 
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upon for the payment of their bills for the thi-d volume, until it had 
nearly closed, and from some the payment of the third volume is 

till due; and having given them several months indulgence on that 
volume, we presume they cannot reasonably expect the same indul- 
gence now, and will therefore with promptness answer our present 
demands, 

Our expenses are at present so great, and will be so much increas- 
ed during the publication of the fourth volume, that we fear neces- 
sitv will compel us to relinquish our work at the close of the vo- 
lume, unless our subscribers are punctual in discharging their debts, 
and the increase of our number will warrant us in purchasing an 
office expressly for the purpose of continuing the publication. It 
remains, therefore, for the punctuality of our patrons, and the libe- 


rality of the publick in general, to decide its fate. 
THE EDITOR. 


SYNOD OF PHILADELPHIA. 

A convention of this Ecclesiastical body was held in the First 
Presbyterian Church in this city last week. The sessions com- 
menced on Wednesday, and closed on Saturday morning. The 
number attending was as large as has been usual for several years 
past. Considerable business highly interesting to the church came 
before them, and was accomplished with great unanimity and des- 
patch. Among other things of importance, we mention, as particu- 
larly worthy of publick attention, several resolutions which were 
unanimously adopted, in consequence of a communication from the 
synods of New-York and New-Jersey, soliciting the co-operation 
of this synod for the purpose of establishing a Theological Institu- 
tion for the education of poor and pious young men of colour for 
the gospel ministry. 

When we cast an eye over our own country and behold a mil- 
tion and an half of the degraded sons of Africa, scattered amongst 
our white population in every section of the union, a great propor- 
tion of whom are still in bondage, and almost destitute of the means 
of grace; and when we consider, in connexion with this fact, the 
deep interest which has already been excited, and is still increas- 
ing throughout our whole christian community in their behalf; who 
does not see and feel the propriety of forming some great and effi- 
eient plan for their instruction and reformation? Should the Ame- 
rican Colonization Society meet with that success in their opera- 
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tions which may reasonably and covfidently be expected, young 
men of learning and piety will be immediately needed, as wel! to 
bear the glad tidings of salvation to the shores of Africa, as to pre- 
pare the minds of those who are destined to found the colony, by 
previous instruction, for the enjoyment of civil and religious liberty. 
The following extracts from the minutes of the synod will evince 
the zeal and promptitude with which they embrace the great and 
benevolent design of an African Theological Seminary: 


*A communication from the board of directors of an African Theo- 
logical Institution, under the care of the synods of New-York 
and New-Jersey, having been read it was referred toa select 
committee, and Dr. Janeway, Mr. McGraw, Mr. Moody, Mr. 
Smith, Mr. Coulter, and Mr. Caldwell were appointed that com- 
mittee. The committee submitted their report which was read 
by paragraphs and adopted, and is as follows:—’ 


“Resolved, That this synod highly approve of the object contem- 
plated in the proposition of the board, and think that measures 
ought to be taken for raising and qualifying a ministry for the in- 
struction of the Africans and their descendants in this country, and 
for spreading the gospel in Africa, when Divine Providence shall 
prepare the way. 

2. That a committee of three ministers and three elders be ap- 
pointed by this synod, to meet the committee that may be appoint- 
ed by other synods at New-York, on the Tuesday that precedes 
the second Thursday i in May next. 

3. “That this committee be instructed to propose that the board 
shall consist of three ministers and three elders, instead of six min- 
isters and six elders from each synod. 

4 “That they be instructed to propose that in relation to all 
persons to be employed in communicating Theological instruction 
to the African pupils, they come under the promise ‘and engagement 

resented to the Theological professors i in our seminary, contained 
in — 3, section 3, of the plan of the Theological Seminary. 


5. “That Dr. Neil, Mr. Dnffield, and Mr. Harrison, ministers, 
and Mr. John McMullin, Mr. Robert McUhord, and Mr. A. Henry, 
elders, were appointed the committee contemplated in the above 
resolutions.” 


I 


GOSPEL LABOURERS. 


The Presbytery of Jersey, at their late meeting licensed six 
young men to — the Gospel, and they have still under their 
care on trials for licensures, nine young men. God is thus an- 
te the prayers of his people, to send fourth labourers into his 

arvest 





5 8 


Se 
a 
























THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
FOREIGN, 


LONDON RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 
Extract from the nineteenth Report. 


The number of tracts issued during the last year, under various 
forms, exceeds three millions and an half: of whicha very consi- 
derable quantity has been gratuitously voted for various purposes; 
the expense of which together with the loss incurred by tracts sold 
at reduced prices to Hawkers, &c. amounts to nearly 7001. 

These gratuitous supplies have been furnished to hospitals; to 
the army and navy; tothe colliers on Thames; to the crews of the 
fonr ships proceeding on the expedition towards the north pole; 
to convict ships, and to prisons; including a vote to the committee 
of the ladies laudably employed in instructing the prisoners in 
Newgate; to the committee for the relief of poor seamen; to the 
guardian society; and to persons proceeding to various foreign sta- 
tions. 

In the Metropolis, the tracts have excited the attention of many 
Italians, Spaniards, Frenchmen, and Germans, especially the two 
former, who manifest great eagerness for them, as well as for the 
holy scriptures in their own tongue. Instances have occurred of 
their coming for more, after a second voyage, with the plea, that 
their relatives abroad had asked them for the book; adding, that, as 
they were about to revisit England, they could obtain others. 

Your committee will now call the attention of the meeting to the 
transactions of the religious tract society in foreign parts. 

In Wew South Wales 5,000 tracts have been most gladly receiv- 
ed; and a recent letter from thence, your committee are informed, 
‘there are living witnesses of the utility and blessedness of these 
silent preachers of righteousness.” 

The intelligence from India is peculiarly encouraging. The 
Rev. J. Hands, missionary at Bellary, has remitted another sum of 
4l. irom the tract society formed at that place. 

The increase of pious clergymen and zealous missionaries, has 
begun to produce an alteration in the state of societvinIndia. Mr. 
Hands thus writes: “Europeans, as well as natives, and many civil 
and military officers, who were formerly inimical to the cause of 
christianity, are beginning warmly to expouse it.” 

At Madras a considerable nnmber of religious tracts have been 
distributed, and more are called for. The sum of 501. formerly 
voted by the committee for the purpose of printing tracts in the 
vernacular languages, will now be appropriated to that important 
purpose, under the direction of the Rev. Messrs. Lovelace and Knill; 
and a supply of English tracts has been forwarded to Madras, at 
the expense of the Missionary society. 
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The Rey. W. Milne, at Malacca, by the aid of your society, con- 
tinues publishing tracts for the Chinese, which are sought after b 
multitudes of that nation; and there is good reason to believe that 
many are carried to China, by those who return thither from the 
islands. 

The late Rev. J. C. Supper, of Batavia, who shortly after the 
date of his last letter, was called from this lower world to the man- 
sions of bliss, has left a strong testimony to the utility of the socie- 
ty’s tracts, which he considered admirably adapted to prepare the 
minds of the Chinese for reading the bible, and for the exertions of 
missionaries. In that letter he states, that, through the providence 
of God, he had been enabled to establisha reading society among 
the Chinese, consisting of sixty persons, who were aa month- 
ly, with sixty religious tracts. for perusal, which, when read, were 
circulated among their respective friends. ‘Iam ready,” he adds, 
‘to devote myself to the religious tract society, as I have done to 
the missionary and bible societies; a share in your noble exertions 
I consider to be of more value than all the gold of Ophir, or riches 
of India!” Referring to the grants voted by this society, for Chi- 
nese tracts,(which now amounts to 900I.) he concludes with the fol- 
lowing encouraging words, ris indeed did well in so doing, and 
Thope eternity will repeat, that you have done very well! If the 
religious tract society shou'd be forgotten in the annals of this 
world; I am confident she wil! shine with great lustre in the ever- 
lasting annals of Heaven.” 

What a powerful confirmation of the propriety of these grants, 
is the parting testimony of a witness like this! It is more than 
sufficient to silence chilling doubts and surmises, and to inspire 

ratitude, confidence, and perseverance. 

From the Rev. Robert Pinkerton communications have been re- 
ceived, furnishing an interesting account of the means used in 
Russia, for the extensive circulation of religious tracts, together 
with extracts of letters from several dignitaries of the Russian 
church, bearing testimony to their utility. 

A communication from the Rev. Dr. Paterson, conveys the plea- 
sing intelligence, that a religious tract seciety has been formed at 
Abo in Finland, of which the archbishop is the patron. A grant 
of 301. has been voted by your commitreein aid of this important 
undertaking. 

The religious tract society in Ireland, established through the 
influencé of the Rev. Dr. Henderson, when in that island, in 1815, 
has prepared twelve tracts in that language, six of which are trans- 
lations from those of the society. Somme are already in circulation, 
and the others have been sent to Copenhagen, to be printed in that 
eity. 

For the very interesting proceedings which have taken place in 
Sweden, your committee refer to the report of the Evangelical So- 
ciety of Stockholm; which, together with the extracts inserted in 
the Appendix, will be read with the highest degree of interest. One 
single fact, they woald however notice—that, since the establish- 
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ment of that society, in 1808, it has printed no less than 1,203,750 
religious tracts, in the Swedish, Finish, and Laponese languages. 

It gives your committee sincere satisfaction, to observe the exer- 
tions which are now making in various parts of France, Switzer- 
land, and Italy, tor the circulation of religious tracts, Several 
highly respectable protestant clergymen have taken an active share 
in this work of faith and labour of love; and your committee have 
felt truly happy in affording them all that encouragement which 
their limited means would allow. 

Nor will it be less gratifying to the society, to learn, that, 
through the aid of some highly respectable correspondents at Malta 
and Smyrna, measures have been taken to proture translations of 
several of its must useful tracts into the modern Greek, which are 
expected to meet with a very extensive circulations and vour com- 
mittee, deeming this measure of much importance, have voted 401. 
to encourage translations at those places. 

From Gibraltar it is stated, that there have been many proofs of 
the good done by the distribution of tracts, more especially among 
the soldiers, several of whom have been awakened to a sense of the 
importance of religion by their perusal. 

By information received from the Berlin tract society your com- 
mittee understand, that Branch societies have been formed at Memel, 
Grypswald, Gorlitz, Magdeburg, Coeslin, &c. and it is expected 
that translations will soon be made in the Polish and Wendish lan- 
guages. ‘The funds of that institution being, however, madequate 
to the extent of its operations, your committee have, during the last 

ear, assisted it with two grants of 201. each; which seasonable aid 
bss been most gratefully acknowledged, accompanied with the plea- 
sing intelligence, that every month, from ten to twenty thousand 
tracts leave the press. 

From a nobleman residing at Bachman, near Memel, your com- 
mittee have been informed, that several tracts of this society are 
about to be translated into the Lithuanian language, by some of the 
clergy, for the instruction of their parishioners; 4,000 copies of the 
Warning Voice having been already published at Tilsit, in aid of 
which your committee have voted the sum of 10/. 

The total number of tracts which have been distributed by the 
Wertemburg tract society, in two years, amounts to no less than 
74,000. 

A small, but active, tract society has lately been formed at New- 
ied upon the Rhine, the operations of which have been aided by a 
giant of 101. 

Many thousands of religious tracts continue to. be put in circula- 
‘ion, annually, by the societies at Basle, Zurich, St. Gall, Lausanne, 
Nurenberg, Frankfort, Cologne, Rotterdam, and other places in 
.Jwitzerland, Holland, and Germany; in addition to which, several 
‘tous catholick clergymen are indefatigable in diffusing light and 

nowiedge, through the publication of Pamphlets, of a smaller and 
ager $iZe, written ina truly scriptural spirit and mayner. 
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To the island of St. Domingo the publications of your society 
have been sent by your commitiee, as opportunities presented them- 
selves; and one of the persons to whom they were ‘ntrusted, writes, 

—‘it has always been our care to distribute your tracts, so as best 
to secure their being read. We have distributed a great number of 
those in French; in Port-au-Prince and its neighbourhood, to per- 
sons who come to our house, to request them;”’ and he proceeds to 
state, that, in these instances, as well as in country places, the tracts 
were received with the utmost joy and gratitude. 

The contributions which several of the auxiliary societies have 
afforded to the funds of the parent institution, during the last year, 
entitled them to the#eordial gratitude of the friends of the institu- 
tion; and it is extremely desirable, that individuals resident in popu- 
lous districts, who are frequent in their applications for gratuitous 
supplies, should in each district form an auxiliary society; which, 
if properly conducted, would greatly strengthen the parent institu- 
tion, and, instead of draining its funds, would replenish them by an 
annual and increasing contribution, while at the same time it would 
procure a more extensive circulation of the tracts. 

Thus have your committee laid before their constituents the prin- 
cipal occurrences of the nineteenth year of the religious tract soci- 
ety; and while “day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night 
showeth knowledge,” so year unto year, revolving in rapid succes- 
sion, and presenting extensive fields for renewed exertion, “white 
already to the harvest,”* proclaims, with an instructive and admoni- 
tory voice, “there is yet much land to be possessed—work while it 
is yet called to-day—the night cometh, when no man can work.’ 

nimpeded by the obstruction which a state of warfare necessa- 
rily opposes to the prosecution of the foreign object in which this so- 
ciety is engaged, your committee, while they congratulate their 
constituents on the blessings of peace, unite with them in gratitude 
to God, who bestows thems and earnestly hope and pray, that in- 
creasing means of support may keep pace with the gradual i improve- 
ment of commerce, in order that the facilities which a state of peace 
mercifully presents to us, may, under the guidance and blessing of 
God, be strenuously, wisely, and perseveringly improved, for the 
more extonsive diffusion of the knowledge of the Prince of Peace, 
whom to know, is life eternal, until “the kingdoms of this world 


shall become the kingdoms of our God and of his Christ.’’ 
—<_— 


REPORT 
Of the Directors of the twenty-fourth General Meeting of the Mis- 
sionary Society of London, May 14, 1818. 
(Continued from page 404, vol. 3.) 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
The directors will next present to the society a compendious 
view of the numerous missions which have been established in South 
Africa, among race of people more generally despised than any 
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other on the face of the globe, but among whom the sovereign Lord 

of all nations has been pleased to g: ather : into his fold a goodly num- 

ber of his sheep; and to manifest the riches and power of his grace, 

in raising more than a few from the lowest state of civil and moral 

degradation, to the dignity and privileges of the children of God. 
CAPE TOWN. 

Mr. Thom, who resides in the metropolis of the colony, perse- 
veres in his various labours in the cause of religion, both ainong the 
colonists and the slaves, of the latter of whom there are multitudes 
disposed to hear the gospel. Mr. Thom takes a lively interest in 
the African missions at large, and is enabled by his residence at 
the seat of government, to render important services to the cause. 
But his labours are not restricted to the town; he has again made 
a tour of about 1800 miles, in which he visited the stations of Mr. 
Seidenfaden and Mr. Pacalt, and had an opportunity of preaching 
in Dutch to thousands of colonists, Hottentots, and slaves. We 
doubt not that his labours have been blessed to the conversion and 
edification of many. 

Mr. Thom haslately made an application to the governour for per- 
mission to build a house in Cape ‘Town, for the instruction of slaves. 
Mr. Thom’s letter was referred by his excellency to the consistory 
of the reformed church at the Cape, who met to consider it, but 
broke up without coming to any determination. 

Ile has since hired a dwelling house, and intends to preach four 
times every week, in Dutch, and to hold three English prayer 
meetings. His own English congregation has considerably increas- 
ed lately. 


STELLENBOSCH, 
(26 miles north-east of Cape Town.) 


Mr. Bakker, who has faithfully laboured at this station many 
years, continues to be useful in the town; but, on account of his 
infirmities, is not able to extend his labours, as he wishes, into the 
surrounding countr 

Mr. Bakker labours under considerable restraint, not being al- 
lowed to baptize the converts, or admit them to the Lord’s table. 
This he feelingly laments, and longs to have these unreasonable re- 
strictions removed. He thus expresses his pious sentiments, “I am 
happy that to me, the least of all saints, is given grace to preach the 
unsearchable riches of Christ to perishing heathens; and although [ 
have reason to be thankful, that now and then a blessing i is given to 
my labours, still I wish it were more abundant; and I cannot but 
think, that the use of the sacraments might lead to that end: for 
although God certainly does not attach salvation to the use of them, 
yet he can never approve the neglect of commands so specially 
given. I therefore request my honoured brethren to do every thing 
in their power to settle this point.” 

The directors hope, that if a deputation be sent to visit our mis- 
sionary stations in Africa, a measure which they have long had in 
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view, and have anxiously endeavoured to accomplish, this impedi- 
ment may be removed. 

The friends of the missionary cause in this place lament, that, in 
sonsequence of the state of the times, they were not enabled to re- 
rew the auxiliary donation of the preceding year. 


BOSJESVELD, 
(In the Drosdy of Tulbagh.) 


We have received no information from Mr. Kramer for a long 
time; in his last letter he tells us, that he was employed in preach- 
ing to the slaves, Hottentots, and colonists; the latter of whom, 
being far from any church, greatly needed his since; and that, 
though he expects to derive his support from the people among 
whom he labours, he still wishes to be considered in connexien 
with this society. 

CALEDON, 
(120 miles east of Cape Town.) 

This station, which has been occupied by Mr. Seidenfaden about 
six years, appears to be nearly in the same state as reported last 
year, the number of baptized adults being about 60, and the chil- 
dren who attend the school, about 50. Considerable improvements 
have been made by large inclosures for cultivation, especially for 
kitchen-gardens, and by making better roads and fences.* The 

eople belonging to the settiement are about 400. In the long even- 
ings of the winter months, Mr. 8S. catechised the people every other 
evening, and was much encouraged by the progress that many of 
them made in the knowledge of the truth. 


HIGH KRALL, 
(Near George Town, 300 miles east of Cape Town.) 


Mr. Pacalt’s station, which is well situated in the midst ofa 
large plain, about two miles from the sea, and three from George 
Town, is reported to be in a flourishing state. Much good has been 
done here in a few years. A place of worship, and two small but 
good houses have been erected, besides the cottages of the Hotten- 
tots, which are placed in regular rows. Mr. Pacalt has two large 
and fruitful gardens, with good pasture and corn land; the people 
also have gardens attached to their houses, which they are taught 
both by precept and example diligently to cultivate. Mr. P. isa 
laborious missionary, having a school to attend, as well as to min- 
ister the word to the people. 

Mr. Evan Evans, who, with other brethren on their way to Be- 
thelsdorp, rested at this place, speaks with delight of the affection- 


* Mr. S. says he has planted a guince-hedge in the valley, 1800 feet in 
Jength, which answers the double purpose of defending the kitchen gar- 
dens, and in two or three years will yield a quantity of fruit for the use 
of the poor people. This was planted chiefly by the baptized females, the 
men being employed in working for the inhabitants, in ploughing, &c. 
and in cultivating their own grounds. 
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ate regard which the people paid to Mr. Pacalt, on his return from 
a jourvey; and of their strong expressions of gratitude to this so- 
ciety for sending them missionaries; with their astonishment that 
any could be induced to leave their parents and brothers and sisters 
in England, to come and live among poor wretched Hottentots. He 
speaks highly, as many others have done, of the engaging melody 
of their voices in singing the praises of God. 

Mention is also made of the holy triumphs of a Hottentot con 
verted to God at the age of 90, and who, in the expectation and 
hope of death, rejoiced with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 


BETHELSDORP, 
(About 600 miles east of Cape Town.) 


The official account of the state of Bethelsdorp for the year 1816, 
did not reach usin time for insertion in our last report. From 
that account we learned, that though the settlement had laboure¢ 
under some severe discouragements, especially from the sterility of 
the soil, scanty supply of water, and a bad season for corn; yet 
many pleasing instances had occurred of the power of divine grace 
in the conversion of the Heathen. In the course of this year, the 
missionaries had baptized 148 adults, of whose conversion they had 
no doubt. Surely this oug t to be considered as no inconsiderable 
success, but as an occasion both to them and to us of abundant 
thanksgiving to God. They had also baptized 100 children. The 
brethren inform us, that civilization is also progressive among the 
people: though not in the degree which they earnestly desire.* The 

nitting school, however, under the care of Mrs. Messer, flourishes. 
Many stockings have been made and sold, and a quantity was ready 
for sale. Mr. Hooper, who has the care of the school, containing, 
we believe, more than 300 children, reports favourably of their 
progress. 

The report of Bethelsdorp for the past year is just come to hand. 
This station has been strengthened by the accession of Mr. Hooper 
and Mr. Evan Evans, who are now able to preach in Dutch, and 
the latter will be eminently serviceable to the cause, by his ac- 
quaintance with the art of printing. ‘The report contains a striking 
specimen of the talents of one of the native preachers. A new 
church is now building. The brethren preach occasionally to the 
military at Algoa Bay. During the last year 15 adults have beer 
baptized, and 34 children; 43 have been born, and 16 have died 
24 couples were married. The knitting school is still prosperous 
under the care of Mrs. Messer, and a large quantity of stockings 
have been sold. The settlement includes 45 well cultivated gar- 


* Mr. Messer, in a letter to Mr. Campbell, says, «If you were now ta 
visit our kleof, you would see most excellent gardens, of which one be- 
tongs to me, where there are many vines, which at this time (January, 
1817) are full of grapes nearly ripe. There are also many peach-trees 
laden with fruit. Last week J gathered a quantity of figs. Between our 


houses and the mill are excellent gardens, planted with fruit trees, and 
fenced with high walls, 
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dens. We hope that this station, the external appearance of which 
has excited so much censure, is now in an improving state. The 
spot indeed was ill chosen, and Jabours under great disadvantages; 
but the spiritual benefits received by many persons have far ex- 
ceeded, in real importance, all its externa! defects. 

( To be concluded. ) 


DOMES TICK. 


FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 
Of the (Baltimore) Female Union Society, for the Promotion of 
Sunday Schools. 
(Concluded from page 414, vol. 3.) 

Our pleasure in presenting the fourth quarterly report to this so- 
ciety is considerably diminished: the number of children who usu- 
ally attended is greatly decreased. It is not without feelings of 
regret, that we announce this declension. At a meeting of tie 
teachers, held September 26th, a committee was appointed for the 
sole purpose of collecting proper objects for this institution; some of 
the children who entered the school at its conmencement, are still 
with us—their attendance has been punctual, they have committed 
to memory a variety of hymns, Watts’ historical and Brown’s cate- 
chisms, and several chapters of the Bible; their improvement is vi- 
sible, and their deportment in school, and during divine service, 
such as to gain the approbation of their instructors. There are 
about thirty children, fifteen teachers and a superintendent. 

Amidst all our discouragements, we feel no inclination to resign 
our charge, and folding our hands endeavour to console ourselves 
with the reflection that every thing is done that can be done. The 
chistian’s life is a life of activity, and imitating the bright example 
of our blessed Saviour, who while on earth was never weary of wel 
doing, we go forward working while it is day, recollecting ‘that 
the night is speedily advancing, when no man can work.” 

No. 4. Every method that could be adopted has been used to win 
the attention of the children to the numerous advantages which 
would result from their being able to read, and taught the glorious 
principles of the gospel. But, alas, to these arguments, many of the 

arents themselves turn a deaf ear, and Gallio-like, care for none of 
these things. ‘lowever, our regret for the contempt of some, is 
counterbalanced by the pleasing appearance of others; some, who 
could not tell their letters when received, now read prettily. Many, 
as in the school previously mentioned, repeat the historical and 


other catechism, with hymns, portions of scripture, &c. A renova-' 


tion in their outward deportment is very perceptible, and during di- 
vine service, with some quite promising; as it respects an inward 
change, we cannot speak, but are relying on Him alone, whose pre- 
rogative it is to convert the heart. We feel pleased to remark, that 
great improvements have been made by the Bible-class, under Miss 
L. and also by the Testament-class, under Miss N. The spelling- 


class, under Miss T, and C. deserve much credit for attention and ~ 
improvement. 


Pay 
at 
Hi 





Sa 


el 


% 
¢ 4 





“- . ee 
Moran, Bi ORD Pritts +isi-4 
eR a reglagete Med 


J i ee) ee) Pee 


i A. a 


A ee s oe 


FSR AS 


& 
5 Res 








THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 15 


So similar are the reports of Nos. 5,6and 7. to the preceding 
statements, that your committee deem it unnecessary to be more 
particular; the same negligence of attendance is observable in each 
school; while on the other hand, the attention and rapid improve- 
ment of those who evince a desire to learn, is sufficient to encou- 
rage the hopes, and to stimulate the exertions of all engaged in this 
most interesting work. At the quarterly meeting, held in July, 
1818, it was concluded, that if a school was formed solely for the 
instruction of adults, to the exclusion of children, it might induce 
many to come forward, who were averse to mixing with the younger 
classes. For this purpose, one was immediately commenced, and 
is now held at the corner of Tripolet’s alley, in Market-street, eve- 
ry Sabbath afterroon—where we earnestly solicit all to influence 
those with whom they have to do, to receive instruction, most 
cheerfully bestowed by an alternation of teachers, from the differ- 
ent schools connected with the Union society. 

In the name of this society, we desire to render our heartfelt 
thanks to all who in the smallest degree aid our exertions, particu- 
larly to those gentlemen who benevolently lend to us the use of 
their school rooms free of expence, and to the lady who, from a sense 
of propriety and benevolence, has received the school two miles 
from town, into her own family dwelling. May the Lord add his 
blessing on all who bestow the smallest mite towards the prosperity 
of an institution, which has for its aim the eternal welfare of those it 
patronizes. Weare happy to add, that we have had the pleasure to 
assist, by experimental information, a Sabbath school established at 
Annapolis, and suppiied it with books from our repository, sold at 
a small profit, for the benefit of this institution. We shall be glad to 
unite with any of our sister schools forming, or that have been alrea- 
dy formed in this city. ‘The basis of this association is. Love—love 
to God and his creatures! 


Of the eight schools in connexion with this association, the follow- 
ing is a list, with the number of children who attend them, and of the 
teaches who preside over them It is painful to remark the great 
falling off of the attendance of the children during the summer months 
—however, as they are again flocking in, we will take courage, and 
look to the great Shepherd of the flock for the gathering in of his 
fold; plead that he would cause them to hear his voice and mark them 
for his own, rendering us the happy instruments of his blessed will: 

Scholars. Teachers. 


First Presbyterian Church 40 24 
Saint John’s do. 35 16 
Associate Reformed do. 30 15 
First Baptist do. 50 30 
Second Presbyterian do. 50 23 
Hooks-town road school 88 G 
Powhattan cotton mill do. 28 10 
Adult school 31, the teachers whereof, 


consist of volunteers from the other schools, attending in 
alternation. 
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Officers of the Society for the ensuing year: 


Mrs. John Montgomery, president 

Mrs. John Holiins, ; d 

Mrs, Stephen Williarns, § Pe 

Mrs. Nathan Levering, treasurer 

Miss Hussey, recording secretary 

Mrs. John M. Duncan, corresponding secretary. 


COMMITTEE. 
Mrs. John Caldwell | Mrs. Lovel 
Mrs. Moody | Mrs. Symington 


Miss Betsey Lemmon | Miss Ellen Dent 
Miss Margaret Dare | Miss Delia Robiason, 


a 


Baltimore Female Union Society, for promotion of Sunday Schools, 
in account with S. Levering. 





DR. | CR, 
October 21, 1818. October 21, 1818. 
To amount paid for books and | By donations received from dif- 
sundries since the commence- ferent churchesinconcert with 


mentof the society $254 35] theUnion school - $253 00 
Balance - - - - - 258 59] By subscriptions received 








° from do, - - + = 209 25 

. By cash received for 
; books, &. - - - 50 69 
512 94 512 94 


By balance in the treasurer’s hands this day, - - $258 59 
SUSAN LEVERING, Treasurer. 
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AN APOLOGY. 

A disappointment in procuring paper, and some other 
unavoidable circumstances, have combined to render it 
impracticable to issue our present number, and two or 
three of the last numbers, as has been heretofore, on Sa- 
turday—but we hope, in future, to prevent all irregula- 
rities of this kind. Epiror. 
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